■L'CUT d i 


7 / 17/71 


S, 


m tiic few idjiutes before nil lias breaicfast ready (she's getting along well, h rdly 
used the caric at all yesterday), let mo comment 011 the Garrison statement included in the 
clips I {70 1 iron you yesterday « I read .-then in between doing other things# 

I’or Mm and the ii.O. and the situation i b wan dlo3e to brilliant, consistent with 
his posture for all these years, in accord with local mores and follcways, and without a 
single comment in any tiling else you sent, not one adverse one. 

I don't, for a minute, ±tesz tliink the week's delay war, for the reason givo. He sits 
belaud jii desk and writes them in lonjinnd on a yellow pad, then whittles and hones U10 
did -i.es. in this case, permit ..eu liiiiself repetitions ho v;ould not have in the past) 

lie did not do. end so much as at 'Jack, and most of toose reading it v/ilr believe him. 
Idiot her or not it hapenod, Ms explanation of the editing of tapes will be largely 
acccptcu because it is ho., tnat is done, because most of the audience will liave been 
entirely unfamiliar with the process, and because of the illustration he used. ;aid to 
a large degree, as tiiey relate to him, the tapes are not incriminating. fhey liave but 
one man saying I gave Jim money, they leave the question of purpose open, and there arc 
many too ;.iany too few for a year's operation. 


i-0 j;iake thia ul_i ore comprehensible, let me illustrate with ..y ov/n experience in 
dc. -Lamany 1 3 Parrish. 1 .'.poke my genuine belief, that the fedora., power should net intrude 
into wiiat is the do. Jain of the states, fhat'is tneir propaganda belief, so they were all 
xor mo and imlped as 1 iiad not dreamed any officials would* Evorytbody donw there is 



"investigation" were not open. 


Ms 


1 the course of all of tills, the obvious omissions got lost, were not observed, lie 
said no more of Gervais tlian tiiat they had been i the Srmy together as 19 -year-olds* he 
liad no singL, word of criticism for the loan who had sold out, the ..an who had entrap od 
Mm, the man who sot Mra up to at least make Mm appear like a criminal, iliis will be 
accepted there as the essence of gentlemanly southern boliavior, where it is noted at all* 
Everybody wil understand instinctively tiiat the feds had something on Grcrvais, who is 
wcl.L known, and tiiat lie had no real choice* nut it is 110 1 typical of Jim. Where the sick 
boxley liau also ruined him, air, I kiu a helluva job proving it to him and hau to do tiiat 
inuirectly, though the proof was transparent (had it not been, he would liave refused to 
consider it), he couldn't just fire Mm, with nobody knowing* Ho is uod a statement calling 
the pour sick Joxluy tnc CIA's top agent snet in to wreck the Louisiana investigation. I 
tried to frustrate tills, but there was nobody on the staff who .ould raise it with liiu, and 
tjicy all agreed witn me (he w lx., then not coining into the of i ice, was 1 10 led up with Ehlciiidria 
at the Pontainebluau wMle I worked liico hell). 


Pending trial, and I'll bo surprised ic 
it counrs, among tiie cloctosjate* 


lie goes to trial, he's on top in ii.O. where 


The state,., -mat was not excessively long for lam* file language is typical (a :; is what I 
liavo roan in the affidavits) • 


Best, 


